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Do changes in the immune microenvironment lead 
to clinical progression in CLL?

Progressed CLL 
n=19

Diagnosis Progression
Median TTP 29m Median TTFU 36m

Non-progressed CLL 
n=10

Diagnosis Follow-up



CLL cells show limited and non-recurrent genetic 
changes at clinical progression
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CD8+ T cells from CLL patients are increasingly 
exhausted from diagnosis to progression
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Soluble factors secreted by malignant cells, including IL-10, 
contribute to PD1 expression in CD8+ T cells at CLL progression
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Conclusions
CLL progression is characterized by

o limited and non-recurrent genetic changes

o increased terminally exhaustion in CD8+ T cells

o inducement of PD1 in CD8+ T cells by soluble factors

secreted by malignant B cells, including IL-10

More interesting data to share! poster #2096
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